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the President of the Danzig Senate, Herr Rauschning, paid to
Warsaw in December.
This simultaneous improvement in the relations of a Nazi Reich
and a Nazi Danzig with Poland in 1933 was one of the important
international events of the year.
6. The Reactions in Austria, Hungary and Czechoslovakia
An Ost-Elbisch Prussian Junker who felt inclined to criticize
Reichskanzler Hitler's policy of an appeasement with Poland might
have remarked, with some bitterness, that, if the Austrian interloper
was able to achieve a diplomatic success which had been beyond the
reach of any of his predecessors in the government of post-war
Germany, this was simply because he was willing to pay a price—in
the renunciation of the old Prussian Ostmark—which no Reichs-
deutsch Reichskanzler would have thought of paying, but which an
Austrian, no doubt, could pay without a pang. Herr Hitler's Austrian
origin may really have had something to do with the conspicuous
improvement in German-Polish relations after his advent to power
in Berlin; for the Austrians were the one German-speaking people
that had learnt to appreciate the Poles and had come to be appreciated
by them. It may even be true that Reichskanzler Hitler found it
easier to come to an understanding with Poland because the Prussian
Ostmark meant less to him than it meant to a Bismarck or a Hinden-
burg. In any case the converse is true, beyond doubt: that is to say,
the Anschluss of Austria to 'the Third Reich' was nearer to Herr
Hitler's Austrian heart than to the Prussian heart of an Ost-Elbisch
Junker. This being the undoubted truth, it must be regarded as
one of the major ironies of Herr Hitler's career that, as Reichskanzler
in Berlin, he capped his tour de force of reconciling Poland with
Germany by performing the greater tour deforce of alienating Austria
from her.
Down to the time of Herr Hitler's accession to office in Berlin on
the 30th January, 1933, it was taken for granted, not only in Austria
but also in Germany and almost everywhere else, that—notwith-
standing the discomfiture of the German attempt to achieve a
customs union between Austria and Germany in 19311—it was
Austria's destiny to be absorbed into the Reich if and when the
international situation in Europe changed so far as to remove or
nullify the existing vetos. This was taken for granted because there
was not any element or party in the population of Austria that would
find itself positively penalized, or even intolerably uncomfortable,
1 See the Survey for 1931, Part III A.

